
16 Sept 
1958 

on your side, and so are justice and the spirit of the Times with you. Need I add 
that the prayers of millions of my country folk are also on your side? 

I have been talking to our people here of the joy and previlege we had of be- 
ing the guest of Coretta and yourself, and we tell them that both of you are pious 
people after the heart of Mahatma Gandhi. 

I am eagerly waiting to receive the copy of your book which you said would be 
out in September. 
You must somehow find time to come to India. 
Kindly remember us to your gifted wife and the kiddies and to all our friends 

there and tell old Mrs. Sterrs that we remember her.6 

Brotherly yours, 
[signed] 
Kaka Kalelkar 

{Dear Brother,] 

My love to dear Coretta and yourself. I think of you {and the children} very 
often. 

[signed] Saroj’ 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 26. 

6. While in Montgomery Kalelkar may have stayed with Eloise Sterrs, who ran a boarding house 

7. Sarojini Nanavati was Kalelkar’s personal assistant. 
next door to the Kings on South Jackson Street. 

To E. D. Nixon 

16 September 1958 
[Montgomy,  Ala.] 

Mr. E. D. Nixon 
647 Clinton Avenue 
Montgomery 8, Alabama 

Dear Brother Nixon: 

This is just a note to thank you for your very kind letter of September 9. It is 
such encouraging words like this that keep us going during these very difficult 
days of transition. I do not consider my actions necessarily heroic, but I simply try 
to do what I feel is God’s will in every situation. And I felt that it was God’s will for 
me at least to say to our white brothers that rather than pay a fine for an act that 
I did not commit, it would be much more Christian to go to jail. And I would have 
definitely gone if the judge had sentenced me. 

I am sorry that I have not seen you in a long, long time. I hope our paths will 
cross in the not-too-distant future. I have been intending to get an autographed 494 
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copy of my book to you, but a very busy schedule has prevented it. Please let me 
know whether or not you have a book, and if you do not I will be very happy to 
give you a copy. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLEmlb 
(Signed in the absence of Rev. King.) 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 32A. 

17 Sept 
1958 

To Aaron E. Henry 

17 September 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

King invites Henry, head of the Clarksdak Committee ofthe Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, to the next SCLC meeting, to be held in Norfolk, Virginia, 
ji-om 3 o September to z October. At the meeting Henry commented on the barriers 
preventing African Americans from voting in Mississippi, noting that if the governor 
of Virginia “can not interpret the 14th Amendment, can’tyou imagine how dificult 
it must be for a Negro layman to interpret both the entire Constitution ofthe United 
States and more than one hundred sections of the Mississippi constitution to the 
satisfaction ofa clerk when he tries to vote?”’ 

Dr. Aaron Henry 

Dear Aaron: 

As you know, our Fall meeting of the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence will be held in Norfolk, Virginia. This promises to be one of the most im- 
portant meetings that we have ever had. Since the massive resistance of Virginia 
will at that time be facing a show down, the Virginia citizenry is looking to our 
coming with great anticipation.* Both our presence and our actions will be a great 

1 .  SCLC, Press release, 8 October 1958. In a 16 July memo outlining plans for the Norfolk meet- 
ing, Ella Baker stressed to King the need for SCLC to move beyond voter registration activities: “Mass 
action demands spirit and discipline. We are losing the initiative in the Civil Rights struggle in the 
South mainly because of the absence of a dynamic philosophy.” In a letter of the same date to Bayard 
Rustin and Stanley Levison, Baker reiterated her concern that “more spirit needs to be injected” in 
the struggle: “S.C.L.C. should not become so involved with routine procedures for promoting regis- 
tration and voting that it fails to develop and use our major weapon-mass resistance.” 

z. On 12 September Virginia governor J. Lindsay Almond closed Warren County High School af- 
ter a federal court ordered it to accept the applications of twenty-two black students. By the end of 
the month, nine white Virginia public schools were shut down in order to prevent integration. Dur- 
ing SCLC’s Norfolk meeting scores of delegates, led by Solomon S. Seay of the MIA, held a prayer ses- 
sion at one of the six local schools closed as part of this effort, dubbed “massive resistance” by Virginia 
senator Harry F. Byrd (“Delegates Pray at Closed School,” Nmfooul Journal and Guide, 4 October 1958). 495 
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